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Biographical Note

The Sherwoods were early pioneers of Franklin County, Indiana. James Sherwood was born around 1783
in Maryland. He married Nancy Naylor (1785-1861) on February 5, 1805 and they had eleven children.
The family moved from Maryland to Blooming Grove Township in Franklin County in 1812. James
passed away at the age of 75 on February 17, 1858.

James and Nancy's son William was born in Greensboro, Maryland on December 25, 1811. William
married Mary Wiggins (1814-1891) on November 19, 1833 and they had thirteen children, including
sons James and Oscar. James was born on August 28, 1834 and he was married twice, first to Nancy M.
Taylor (1832-1899) and then to Mary E. Kilburn (1848-1933) in 1900. He passed away on April 4, 1928.
Oscar was born September 17, 1853 and he married Elizabeth A. Sanders on January 13, 1881. Elizabeth
was born in Bartholomew County, Indianain 1853 and was a school teacher in Franklin County prior to
their marriage. She and Oscar had four children and lived in East Connersville, Fayette County, Indiana.
Elizabeth died on July 14, 1896 of typhoid fever and Oscar passed away at the age of 69 on November 2,
1922.

Sources:
I nformation within collection.

Ancestry.com. "Elizabeth Sanders." Indiana Marriage Index, 1800-1941. Accessed October 12, 2017.
https://www.ancestrylibrary.com.

Ancestry.com. "James Sherwood.” Indiana Death Certificates, 1899-2011. Accessed October 11, 2017.
https://www.ancestrylibrary.com.

Ancestry.com. "Louis Oscar Sherwood.” Indiana Death Certificates, 1899-2011. Accessed October 12,
2017. https://www.ancestrylibrary.com.

Ancestry.com. "Reverend Wm Sherwood." U.S. Sons of the American Revolution Membership
Applications, 1889-1970. Accessed October 11, 2017. https.//www.ancestrylibrary.com.

FamilySearch.com. "James Shearwood." Maryland Marriages, 1666-1970. Accessed October 11, 2017.
https://www.familysearch.org.

"Mrs. Oscar Sherwood Dead.” Connersville Times (IN), July 15, 1896.

Reifel, August J. History of Franklin County, Indiana: Her People, Industries, and Institutions. B.F.
Bowen & Co.: Indianapolis, 1915. Accessed October 11, 2017. https://books.google.com.

Scope and Contents
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This collection contains correspondence and documents of the Sherwood family of Franklin County,
Indiana ranging from 1816 to 1955. The collection includes a typewritten copy of the 1816 plat of
Greensboro (now known as Blooming Grove), Franklin County, Indiana originally platted by James
Sherwood and his brother-in-law John Naylor; an undated hand drawn plat of Blooming Grove noting
locations of some businesses; a February 10, 1817 bond between Sherwood, Naylor and William
Templeton; a November 13, 1818 document of Sherwood's appointment as county constable; James
Sherwood's September 30, 1864 Civil War draft notice; Elizabeth "Lizzie" Sanders teaching licenses

for Franklin County (1872-1876); a program for the National Normal School's eighteenth annual
commencement in August, 1873; a November 25, 1878 subscription letter and envelope from the Live
Patron Weekly of Springfield, Ohio; correspondence from attorney S.S. Harrell to Elizabeth Sanders
regarding the sale of land (February to June, 1880); family correspondence including a March 14,

1894 |etter to Elizabeth from her sister Idaand a November 15, 1919 |etter to "Dear Cousin® from

Mrs. Millie Sherwood (Mary Sherwood?); a Westport High School alumni publication from 1949; two
facsimiles of confederate bills, one printed in 1954 and one undated with W.M. McCleery's Novelty Store
advertisement on the back; undated Franklin County Democratic ticket advertisements for Reuben D.
Logan and Mattias M. Moore; a document listing the birthdates of some of William and Esther Naylor's
children and a handwritten biographical link between President Herbert Hoover and the Sherwood family.

This collection also includes oversize items (OB107), comprising a September 18, 1820 indenture
between James and Nancy Sherwood and William Davis; an August 14, 1834 land grant to John
Williams; two land grants given to Milton Ladd Crawley on October 16, 1835 and April 18, 1837; and an
April 18, 1837 land grant to Joshua Sylvester Keirn.

Arrangement

This collection is arranged chronologically.

Administrative I nformation

Publication I nfor mation

Rare Books and Manuscripts

Conditions Gover ning Access

This collection is open for research.
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Conditions Governing Use
Legal title, copyright, and literary rights reside with Rare Books and Manuscripts, Indiana State Library,
Indianapolis, IN. All requests to publish or quote from manuscripts must be submitted to Rare Books and
Manuscripts.

Custodial History
This collection was received by Rare Books and Manuscripts as a donation from Goodwill Industries on
1968/04/16.

Accruals

No further additions are expected.

Processing I nformation

Collection processing completed 2017/10/13 by Laura Eliason. EAD finding aid created 2017/10/13 by
Laura Eliason.

Related M aterials

Related Archival Material

Materials relating to this collection may be found in the following collections in Rare Books and
Manuscripts, Indiana State Library, Indianapolis, IN:

OB107: Sherwood family collection

Controlled Access Headings

Family Name(s)
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» Sherwood family

Genre(s)

* Advertisements

* Advertising cards
» Certificates

» Correspondence

* Deeds

e Pamphlets

* Programs

Geographic Name(s)

* Blooming Grove (Ind.)
* Franklin County (Ind.)

Per sonal Name(s)

* Sherwood, Elizabeth Sanders, 1853-1896
*  Sherwood, James, 1783-1858
*  Sherwood, James, 1834-1928

Subject(s)

* Family life

* Genedogy

e Landgrants

* Military orders

* Rea property

» Schools

* Teachers-Indiana
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